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December 4, 2018: Governor Ralph Northam issued Executive 

Directive Two, which establishes an Executive Leadership 

Team on Highway Safety.

This team has been tasked to reduce the rising number of 

fatalities on Virginia’s roadways and works proactively to 

reduce motor vehicle fatality rates.

Background
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Prior to the group becoming a formal team by Governor 

Northam, some of the agencies began collaborating on 

highway safety education and public outreach campaigns, 

including:

• Virginia Highway Safety Month 2018

• Seatbelt Safety

• Driving Under the Influence

• “Move Over” Law

• Digital Town Hall on Distracted Driving*

* First campaign as the Governor’s Executive Leadership Team on Highway Safety

Previous Campaigns



April 2, 2018: Governor Northam Declared April as Highway 

Safety Month in Virginia. 

First Virginia Governor to do this (possibly first in the nation).

Highway Safety Month 2018



Throughout April, the Governor’s Executive Leadership Team 

on Highway Safety is launching a variety of campaigns, both 

as a group and as individual agencies, on important issues 

such as pedestrian safety, work zone safety awareness, 

“Toward Zero Deaths,” and distracted driving.

The main focus for this year’s Highway Safety Month is 

pedestrian safety as data shows that Virginia experienced an 

8% increase in pedestrian fatalities in 2018 (from 2017). This is 

a nearly 62% increase over the number of deaths (76) reported 

just 10 years ago from 2008.

Highway Safety Month 2019



April 2019: 

Governor Northam Proclaims April as Highway Safety Month

Highway Safety Month 2019



Highway Safety Month 2019 Announcement Event



Highway Safety Month 2019 Announcement Event



Virginia State Police Facebook Live Video: 

More than 3,000 views in the first three hours of post. 

Highway Safety Month 2019 Announcement Event



Highway Safety Month 2019: Additional Activities

Virginia Department of Health 

• April 1-5 – Public Health Week

• April 1 – Focused on “Healthy 

Communities,” which encouraged 

seat belt use, child safety seat 

use and bike/ped safety

• April 4 – Health Commissioner's 

Message (internal)



Virginia Department of Transportation

• April 8-12 – Work Zone Awareness Week

• Monday, April 8 – Work Zone Awareness Evening Vigil, Afton Mountain

• Wednesday, April 10 – Go Orange Day
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VDOT Districts:

Salem 

• “Slow Down, Phones Down” safety message near I-581

• Display at the Virginia Museum of Transportation in Downtown Roanoke

• Media event (April 8) to introduce new portable rumble strips 

Culpeper

• Laminated cards with work zone safety messages sent to each area headquarters. 

Crew members encouraged to take selfies with their families while holding these 

messages. Photos will be incorporated into work zone safety social media 

messaging.
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Staunton

• Demonstrated portable rumble strips for reporters and escorted them to a work-zone 

safety presentation during a driver-education class at Strasburg High School in 

Shenandoah County (April 5).
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Northern Virginia

• Teamed up with a George Mason University Communications course  to create 

social media content.

• Content from younger perspective as 53% of work zone crashes involve drivers 

between the ages of 20-29 years old.
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Lynchburg 

• LOVE Sign Tour

• VDOT Workers’ Memorial during NWZAW and the annual vigil 

• Bon Air Area Headquarters along I-95

• Fredericksburg area

• Back to Richmond during Celebrate Transportation Day in May

• Return to US 501 in Lynchburg (by request of area citizens)
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Governor’s Executive Leadership Team on Highway Safety

• Late April – #YourSayVA Digital Town Hall on Distracted Driving

• Press release on final survey analysis

• Results to be posted on Virginia’s Toward Zero Deaths website
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Highway Safety Month 2019: DMV Video
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