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Agenda item # 9 

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
 

September 20, 2017 
 

MOTION 
 

Made By: Ms. DeTuncq Seconded By:  Mr. Malbon. 

Action:  Motion Carried, Unanimously   
 

Title: Naming of the new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel 
 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has a project underway 
to construct a new vessel to replace one of the four ferry vessels (the “Virginia”) currently 
operating in the Jamestown-Scotland Ferry system; and 

 
WHEREAS, the project is included in the Six-Year-Improvement plan for 2013-2018, 

with $2.5 million currently allocated for design, and $25 million allocated for construction in FY 
2017-2018; and 

 
WHEREAS, the new ferry vessel needs to be named and the name permanently welded 

on the vessel before it is painted in November 2017; and 
 
WHEREAS, the name “Powhatan” has been proposed for the new vessel, Powhatan 

being Pocahontas’ father and the chief of all the Algonquin tribes in the area; and 
 
            WHEREAS, the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation has, in a letter to VDOT dated 
September 1, 2017, encouraged VDOT to utilize the opportunity presented by the ferry naming to 
“highlight the story of Powhatan in an appropriate way on board the ship”; and  
 

WHEREAS, the new ferry will be delivered to the Virginia Department of Transportation 
in spring 2018; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to § 33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia, the Commonwealth 

Transportation Board has the power and duty to give suitable names to state highways, bridges, 
interchanges, and other transportation facilities.   
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Commonwealth Transportation Board 
authorizes the name “Powhatan” for the new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel and authorizes the 
Commissioner of Highways to take all actions necessary to implement this naming. 
 

# # # 
 

 



 

CTB Decision Brief 

 

Naming of the new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel 

Issue:  The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is requesting that the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB), pursuant to §33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia, 
designate a name for the new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel which is currently under 
construction.  
 
Facts:  

• VDOT has a project underway to construct a new vessel to replace one of the four ferry 
vessels (the “Virginia”) currently operating in the Jamestown-Scotland Ferry system. 

• The new vessel needs to be named and the name permanently welded on the ferry before 
it is painted in November 2017.  

• The name “Powhatan” has been proposed for the new vessel, Powhatan being 
Pocahontas’ father and the chief of all the Algonquin tribes in the area. 

• The Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation has, in a letter to VDOT dated September 1, 2017, 
encouraged VDOT to utilize the opportunity presented by the ferry naming to “highlight 
the story of Powhatan in an appropriate way on board the ship”  The Foundation has 
indicated an interest in working collaboratively with VDOT in this regard. 

• The ferry vessel project is included in the Six-Year-Improvement Plan for 2013-2018, 
with 2.5 million currently allocated for design, and $25 million allocated for construction 
in FY 2017-2018.  

• Section 33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia, empowers the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board to give suitable names to state highways, bridges, interchanges, and other 
transportation facilities. 
 

Recommendation:   VDOT recommends that the CTB authorize the name Powhatan for the 
new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel. 
 
Action Required by the CTB: Approval by majority vote the resolution providing the naming 
of the new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel, “Powhatan” is necessary in order for this naming 
to  proceed. 
 
Result, if Approved:  The name of the new vessel can be affixed before it is painted in 
November 2017. 
 
Options:   Approve, Deny or Defer 
 
Public Comments/Reactions:  Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation (letter attached) 
 



 

CTB Decision Brief 
Naming of the new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel 

 
Issue:  The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is requesting that the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB), pursuant to §33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia, 
designate a name for the new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel which is currently under 
construction.  
 
Facts:  

• VDOT has a project underway to construct a new vessel to replace one of the four ferry 
vessels (the “Virginia”) currently operating in the Jamestown-Scotland Ferry system. 

• The new vessel needs to be named and the name permanently welded on the ferry before 
it is painted and christened in November 2017.  

• The name “Powhatan” has been proposed for the new vessel, Powhatan being 
Pocahontas’ father and the chief of all the Algonquin tribes in the area. 

• The Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation has, in a letter to VDOT dated September 1, 2017, 
encouraged VDOT to utilize the opportunity presented by the ferry naming to “highlight 
the story of Powhatan in an appropriate way on board the ship”  The Foundation has 
indicated an interest in working collaboratively with VDOT in this regard. 

• The Boards of Supervisors of both Surry County and James City County have, by 
resolutions dated September 1, 2017 and September 12, 2017, respectively, supported 
and recommended naming the new ferry vessel “Powhatan” (resolutions attached). 

• The ferry vessel project is included in the Six-Year-Improvement Plan for 2013-2018, 
with 2.5 million currently allocated for design, and $25 million allocated for construction 
in FY 2017-2018.  

• Section 33.2-213 of the Code of Virginia, empowers the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board to give suitable names to state highways, bridges, interchanges, and other 
transportation facilities. 
 

Recommendation:   VDOT recommends that the CTB authorize the name Powhatan for the 
new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel. 
 
Action Required by the CTB: Approval by majority vote the resolution providing the naming 
of the new Jamestown-Scotland Ferry vessel, “Powhatan” is necessary in order for this naming 
to proceed. 
 
Result, if Approved:  The name of the new vessel can be affixed before it is painted in 
November 2017. 
 
Options:   Approve, Deny or Defer 
 
Public Comments/Reactions:  Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation (letter attached), Surry Board 
of Supervisors (resolution attached); James-City County Board of Supervisors (resolution 
attached). 
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