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Agenda item # 8      

RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
 

May 17, 2017 
 

MOTION 
 

Made By: Mr. Fralin, Seconded By:  Mr. Rosen 
Action:  Motion Carried, Unanimously   

 
 

Title: Authorization for the Commissioner of Highways to Enter into a Memorandum of 
Agreement Between the Virginia Department of Transportation and FHWA-Eastern 
Federal Lands Highway Division (EFLHD) for a project receiving funds through the 

Federal Lands Access Program, Roanoke River Greenway Extension, Roanoke County, 
Located in the Salem District 

 
 WHEREAS, the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) authorizes 
use of federal transportation funds and state or local matching funds for projects that improve 
access to federal lands through the Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration Eastern Federal Lands Highway 
Division (FHWA/EFLHD) requires VDOT to enter into an agreement for the management of 
FLAP projects; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on July 22, 2016, the Virginia Programming Decisions Committee selected 
a project in Roanoke County for the design and construction of an extension of the Roanoke 
River Greenway (Project) using FLAP funds; and 
 

WHEREAS, VDOT and FHWA/EFLHD have prepared an agreement, identified as 
Attachment A, outlining the general responsibilities and obligations of each party for 
administration of the identified project under FLAP; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is believed to be in the best interest of the Commonwealth to take 
advantage of the funding provided through FLAP and execute the agreement; and 
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WHEREAS, Section 33.2-221 of the Code of Virginia empowers the CTB to comply 
fully with federal-aid acts, to enter into all contracts or agreements with the United States 
government and do all other things necessary to carry out fully the cooperation contemplated and 
provided for by present or future acts of Congress in the area of transportation. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board hereby authorizes the Commissioner of Highways or his designee to enter into the 
agreement for the Project set forth as Attachment A and to take all other actions needed to 
comply with this resolution. 
 

#### 



CTB Decision Brief  
 

Authorization for the Commissioner of Highways to Enter into a Memorandum of 
Agreement Between the Virginia Department of Transportation and FHWA-Eastern 
Federal Lands Highway Division (EFLHD) for a project receiving funds through the 

Federal Lands Access Program, Roanoke River Greenway Extension, Roanoke County, 
Located in the Salem District 

 
Issue:  On July 22, 2016, the Virginia Programming Decisions Committee selected a project in 
Roanoke County for the design and construction of an extension of the Roanoke River Greenway 
using Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) funds.  A project agreement must be executed by 
Federal Highway Administration Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division (FHWA/EFLHD) 
and VDOT in order to move forward with obligation of federal funds for a project being funded 
under FLAP.  Pursuant to Virginia Code §33.2-221, approval of the CTB and authorization for 
the Commissioner to sign is necessary in order to execute the agreement.    
 
Facts:  The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) authorizes use of federal 
transportation funds and state or local matching funds for projects improving access to federal 
lands through FLAP.  The federal law also creates a Committee to evaluate applications for use 
of the FLAP funds.  The committee, known as the Programming Decision Committee (PDC) is 
comprised of a representative of the Federal Highway Administration, a representative of the 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), and a representative for local governments 
within that State.   
 
Proposed projects must be located on a public highway, road, bridge, trail or transit system that 
is located on, is adjacent to, or provides access to Federal lands for which title or maintenance 
responsibility is vested in a state, county, town, township, tribal, municipal, or local government.  
Section 33.2-221 of the Code of Virginia empowers the CTB to comply fully with federal-aid 
acts, to enter into all contracts or agreements with the United States government and do all other 
things necessary to carry out fully the cooperation contemplated and provided for by present or 
future acts of Congress in the area of transportation. 
 
An application was received from Roanoke County during the regular call for projects for 
FFY2015-2018 FLAP funds.  The project scope was the design and construction of a 1.7-mile 
extension of the Roanoke River Greenway.  Initially, the Virginia PDC did not recommend the 
project due to the limitation of available FLAP funds.  Subsequently, a FLAP award recipient 
decided not to implement their project, resulting in available funding.  On July 22, 2016, the 
PDC approved funding for the Roanoke River Greenway extension as described in the original 
application. 
 
The FHWA/EFLHD requires that VDOT enter into an agreement for the management of this 
FLAP project.  
 
Recommendations:  VDOT recommends the CTB approve the resolution titled “Authorization 
for the Commissioner of Highways to Execute a Federal Lands Access Program Project 
Agreement.”  



 
Action Required by CTB:  Approve by majority vote the resolution providing the authorization 
recommended herein. 
 
Result, if Approved:  VDOT can enter into a project agreement for the proposed FLAP project 
and obligate program funds, thereby allowing project development to commence in a timely 
manner. 
 
Options:  Approve, Deny, or Defer  
 
Public Comments/Reactions:  NA  
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