
1 1 

VIRGINIA RAILWAY EXPRESS 
 

ADDING CAPACITY  
IN CORRIDORS OF STATEWIDE SIGNIFICANCE (COSS) 

 

Commonwealth Transportation Board  
July 28, 2016 

 

Doug Allen 

Chief Executive Officer 

Virginia Railway Express 

 



2 2 

WHO WE ARE 
 

Commuter rail  
 

2 Commissions,  
9 Jurisdictions 

 
Safe, Reliable, 
High Customer 

Satisfaction 
 

4.5 million riders 
 per year 
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Source: 2015 Virginia Railway Express Master Agreement Survey 

On a typical weekday 

VRE draws ridership from 39 Virginia Jurisdictions  
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WHAT WE DO 
We add peak ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΧ 

Currently 5,400 peak seats/hour 

Χƛƴ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ƻŦ  
ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΧ 

I-66, I-95 & I-395  

ΧŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ-distance 
ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜǊǎΧ 

Travelers that would otherwise 
drive on highways* 

ΧǳǎƛƴƎ ƴƻƴ-highway  
rights-of-way 

CSXT, NS & Amtrak 

 
* Source:  Texas A&M Transportation Institute Congestion Relief Provided by Virginia Railway Express 
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VDOT EFFORTS 

ΧL-фрκофр 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ [ŀƴŜǎΧ 
Opened in 2014,  

south/north extensions in 2018 

Χ L-сс ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ōŜƭǘǿŀȅΧ 
Complete in 2020  

ΧL-сс ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭǘǿŀȅΧ 
Two Express lanes/direction 

 open in 2020 

Χ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜΧ 
$2.5B 
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VRE BENEFITS TO CoSS 

άΧŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΧέ 

 

 

άΧƳǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǇŜŀƪ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΧέ 

 

 

άΧŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜƭŀȅ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ у ŀƴŘ му҈ΦΦΦέ 

Full TTI report available at http://www.vre.org/about/studies-and-reports/ 
 


