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Authorization for Commissioner of Highways to Enter into a Project Agreement between VDOT and Hampton Roads Transportation Accountability Commission Relating to Segment II of the I-64 Widening Project
Issue:  The Segment II Widening of I-64 located in the city of Newport News, James City County and York County (“Project”) will extend the three-lane section of I-64 from Route 238 / Mile Marker 248 (exit 247) to Route 199 East of Williamsburg (exit 242). The proposed improvements include pavement reconstruction of existing lanes and addition of one 12-foot wide travel lane and one 12-foot wide shoulder lane in each direction and widening of nine existing bridges and six box culverts that lie inside the project limits. 

In April of 2015, (i) the Hampton Roads Transportation Accountability Commission (“HRTAC”) approved use of $6,000,000 in funds from the Hampton Roads Transportation Fund (“HRTF”) and execution of an agreement between VDOT and HRTAC relating to the use of the funds to pay the costs of certain preliminary engineering work for the Project,  (ii) the Commonwealth Transportation Board authorized the Commissioner to execute said agreement, and (iii) the agreement between HRTAC and VDOT was executed.   HRTAC has now approved use of additional HRTF funds and execution of a second agreement to address additional work on the Project, including but not limited to construction. VDOT is requesting that the Commonwealth Transportation Board authorize the Commissioner to enter the second agreement with HRTAC (Exhibit A) so that the use of HRTF Funds for this work may commence as soon as possible.

Facts:  In 2013, the General Assembly, established the Hampton Roads Transportation Fund, which is to be funded by revenues from the new taxes imposed in Planning District 23 pursuant to Chapter 766.  In 2014, the Virginia General Assembly established  HRTAC (see § 33.2-2601 of the Code of Virginia), a political subdivision of the Commonwealth, which, among its various responsibilities, is to approve use of HRTAC funds for new construction projects on new or existing highways, bridges, and tunnels in the localities comprising Planning District 23.  

Section 33.2-214 C of the Code of Virginia empowers the CTB to enter into contracts (agreements) with local districts, commissions, agencies or other entities created for transportation purposes. 

VDOT and HRTAC have cooperatively drafted a standard project agreement (SPA) that addresses use of HRTF Funds for VDOT-administered Projects and Exhibit A is a SPA that has been customized to address specific details regarding the funding and work for the Segment II Widening Project of I-64.  If executed, the SPA would provide for use of HRTF funds to advance this Project, paying the costs of additional work/phases of the Project such as Right of Way acquisition and construction. 
  
Recommendation:  VDOT recommends that the Board delegate to the Commissioner the authority to enter into an agreement with HRTAC relating to the use of HRTF funds for work on Segment II of the I-64 Widening Project, which will include construction of the Project, in substantially the same form as Exhibit A.  

Action Required by the CTB:  Approve by majority vote the resolution providing the authorization recommended herein.

Result, if Approved:  The Commissioner will be authorized to enter into an agreement between VDOT and HRTAC, for use of HRTF funds to pay the costs of work for the Segment II Widening Project of I-64, thereby allowing HRTF funds to be used for construction and other phases of the Project. 

Options:  Approve, Deny or Defer

Public Comments/Reactions: N/A
