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CTB Decision Brief

Bridge Naming:  “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Bridge”

Issue:  Commemorative naming of the Fall Hill Avenue bridge over Interstate 95, City of Fredericksburg. 
Facts:  Martin Luther King, Jr. was born on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia.  He was educated in the public schools of Atlanta and entered Morehouse College in 1944 at the age of fifteen and from which he graduated in 1948.  He was ordained into the Christian ministry and entered the ministry as Assistant Pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta in 1948.  He was awarded a Doctorate in Philosophy in Systematic Theology from Boston University in 1955.
Dr. King became instrumental in the civil rights movement through his involvement in the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-56 and continued his leadership role in the movement, primarily through his role as President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference until his untimely death in April 1968.
Dr. King received many honors during his lifetime in recognition of his struggle to end racial inequality through non-violent means, including the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize.
Recommendations:  VDOT recommends this request be approved.
Action Required by CTB:  The Code of Virginia requires a majority of the CTB members to approve a resolution naming the bridge. A resolution will be provided for the Board’s consideration.
Result if Approved:  The Fall Hill Avenue bridge over Interstate 95, City of Fredericksburg, will be known and signed as the “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Bridge”. 
In accordance with law, the City will reimburse the costs associated with providing and installing the necessary signs and VDOT will invoice accordingly. 
Options: Approve, Deny, or Defer.
Public Comments/Reactions: VDOT is not aware of any opposition to this proposal.



