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Proposed Limited Access Control Changes Route 267 (Dulles Toll Road) and Route 267 Extended (Dulles Greenway) Project DT00-029-108, RW-201, UPC 97266
Fairfax County and Loudoun County

Issues: The proposed project by the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA), in cooperation with the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), the Commonwealth of Virginia, Fairfax County and Loudoun County includes the construction of an
11.4-mile extension of the WMATA’s Metrorail system in the Northern Virginia’s Dulles Corridor from the existing Wiehle-Reston Station to a terminus near Route 772 in eastern Loudoun County. Roadway improvements to accommodate the at-grade rail tracks and stations, as well as the piers for the aerial guideway structures are proposed for Route 267, Dulles Toll Road (DTR) and Dulles Greenway (Greenway). Wayside facilities, including traction power substations, tie-breakers stations, and stormwater management ponds, will also be constructed along the alignment.

Due to this work, MWAA, Toll Road Investors Partnership II (TRIP II) and the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) have identified and requested various proposed shifts and breaks to the right of way and/or limited access control along Route 267 (DTR and Greenway). Also, TRIP II has requested various proposed shifts to the right of way and/or limited access control along the Greenway to accommodate changes necessitated by the extension of the Metrorail system
 
Facts:  The economic, social, and environmental effects of the proposed project have been examined and given proper consideration, and this evidence has been carefully reviewed. The design of the proposed rail alignment and the train control facilities have been coordinated with Fairfax and Loudoun County’s Comprehensive Plans, and VDOT’s SYIP, and does not preclude any planned improvements.  

The Northern Virginia District has determined that there will be no impact to the operation of the DTR and Greenway right of way, that the Limited Access Control Change (LACC) is appropriate from a safety and traffic control standpoint, and has determined that a Global Traffic Analysis is not necessary because the LACC are not expected to change traffic volumes.  

This project is in compliance with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. Furthermore, the location of the proposed LACC is within an air quality maintenance or non-attainment area, and the proposed project is considered regionally significant for air quality purposes; however, the project is in the Comprehensive Plans, and has met all regional transportation conformity requirements.  Therefore, it will not cause or contribute to a violation of any air quality standards, and there will be no adverse environmental impacts.

VDOT has determined that the requirements for the compensation in consideration of the proposed access shall not be required, as the access is to accommodate a public transportation project.  Additionally, all right of way, engineering, construction, and necessary safety improvements shall meet all requirements included in 23CFR 625, and all costs of engineering and construction, including all necessary safety improvements will be borne by MWAA.


The proposed access is in compliance with Title 24, Agency 30, Chapter 401 of the Virginia Administrative Code. All work, roadway construction, improvements and equipment will remain or become the property of the Commonwealth or the FAA, as appropriate, with land rights and maintenance responsibilities within Route 267 remaining as previously defined. 



Recommendations: It is recommended that, pursuant to §33.2-401 of the Code of Virginia and policies of the CTB, that Route 267 continue to be designated as a Limited Access Highway with the limited access control as described on the attached plan sheets and that the CTB approve, by Resolution, the limited access right of way presented. This action will modify the approval previously granted by the CTB on August 20, 1981 for the DTR and June 20, 1991 for the Greenway.

Action  Required by  CTB:   The Code of  Virginia requires a majority vote of the CTB to approve  the  recommended  Limited  Access  Control  Changes  (LACC).  The CTB will be presented with a resolution for a formal vote to approve the limited access right of way modifications as presented. This Resolution will modify the August 20, 1981 and June 20, 1991 resolutions where the CTB previously approved limited access limits.

Result, if Approved: The Commissioner of Highways will be authorized to execute any and all documents needed to comply with the resolution, and the Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project – Phase 2 will move forward.
 
Options:   Approve, Deny, or Defer.
Public Comments/Reactions:  Public notices were posted in the Washington Post newspaper, on August 13, 2015 and August 20, 2015 and in the El Tiempo Latino newspaper on August 14, 2015 and August 21, 2015, and closed on August 31, 2015, with no comment received. 
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