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CTB Decision Brief

Project Approval for I-95 Rappahannock River Crossing Project 
between Exit 130 (Route 3) and Exit 133 (Route 17) 
Project 0095-111-259, P101 and 0095-111-270, P101
 Counties of Stafford and Spotsylvania and City of Fredericksburg

Issue: The Fredericksburg Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 2040 Long Range Comprehensive Plan includes the Rappahannock River Crossing Project as does VDOT’s 2016-2021 Six-Year Improvement Program.  The project proposes to improve local and through traffic conditions within the VA 3 and US 17 interchanges by adding capacity, improving mobility and reducing conflict points.  Specifically the project proposes to construct collector-distributor lanes parallel to I-95 between Route 17 in Stafford and Route 3 in Fredericksburg including improvements to interstate interchange Exit 130 and Exit 133 and access ramps at the Virginia Welcome Center and Safety Rest Area.  
Facts:    
· In accordance with the statutes of the Commonwealth of Virginia and policies of the Commonwealth Transportation Board, a Location Public Hearing was held for the project on June 24 2015, between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at the James Monroe High School in the City of Fredericksburg. 
· Proper notice was given in advance, and all those present were given a full opportunity to express their opinions and recommendations for or against the proposed project as presented, with their statements being duly recorded.
· Project is being administered by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).
· This project is in compliance with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements based on the findings set forth in the draft Environmental Assessment.

Recommendations:  It is recommended that, pursuant to §33.2‑208(A) of the Code of Virginia, the location of this project be approved as proposed and presented at the Location Public Hearing held by VDOT.  

Action Required by CTB:  The Code of Virginia requires a majority vote of the CTB to approve the location of the proposed improvement project.  The CTB will be presented with a resolution for a formal vote to approve the location as presented at the Location Public Hearing on June 24, 2015.

Result, if approved:  VDOT will proceed with the development of the Rappahannock River Crossing project.  

Options:  Approve, Deny, or Defer.

Public Comments/Reactions:

Sixty-three (63) citizens attended the hearing.  There were thirty-six (36) comments received for the record. Comments received from the public were generally in favor of the project with thirteen (13) clearly expressing support of the project citing the alleviation of congestion.  While being in support of the project some additional commenters felt that the project did not do enough to alleviate traffic issues in the region and stated that more needed to be done to reduce traffic congestion including improvements on US Route 17 and VA Route 3.  Additional comments were received regarding the need for a new crossing to the west of the interstate and not as an expansion of the interstate. Overall, comments were in support of roadway improvements with an underlying theme that more will be needed as soon as this project is completed.




