CTB Decision Brief
Proposed Discontinuance of a Portion of Route 628 in Town of Washington, Virginia

Issue: An abutting landowner and the Town Council for the Town of Washington (Rappahannock County) have, pursuant to §33.2-908 of the Code of Virginia, requested that the Commonwealth Transportation Board discontinue a segment of Route 628 (Middle Street) that begins at the intersection of Route 628 and Route 211 (Main Street) and proceeds 0.01 of a mile west of the intersection, a distance of 0.01 of a mile, as depicted in Attachment A.  

Facts:	Pursuant to §33.2-908, the Commonwealth Transportation Board may discontinue VDOT services and jurisdiction over roadways, public landings, or crossings comprising the secondary system of state highways that no longer provide sufficient public convenience to warrant maintenance at public expense.

In accordance with §33.2-908, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) published a Notice of Intent to Discontinue Maintenance and of a Public Hearing relating to the above-referenced segment of Route 628 on September 3, 2015 in the Rappahannock News (Attachment B) to allow public comments on the proposed discontinuance. VDOT also notified the abutting landowners and Washington Town Council by registered mail. The Town Council of the Town of Washington passed a resolution on July 13, 2015 (Attachment C) requesting the discontinuance of the portion of Route 628 that begins at the intersection of Route 628 (Middle Street) and Route 211 (Main Street) and proceeds 0.01 of a mile west of the intersection, a distance of 0.01 of a mile. 

VDOT held a public hearing on October 8, 2015, which was attended by 56 people. A total of 25 comments were received, with 15 indicating support of the discontinuance and 10 opposing it. Two petitions were also received; the first had 135 signatures in favor of discontinuing the road segment, and the second included 37 signatures against it. A transcript of the comments is attached (Attachment D).

Recommendations: VDOT recommends the Board approve the discontinuance of the segment of Route 628 (Middle Street) that begins at the intersection of Route 628 and Route 211 (Main Street) and proceeds 0.01 of a mile west of the intersection, a distance of 0.01 of a mile as depicted in Attachment A.  

Action Required by CTB: The Code of Virginia requires a majority of the Board’s members
approve a request for discontinuance in order for the discontinuance to be effective.  A resolution will be provided for the Board’s consideration.
Result if Approved:  The Virginia Department of Transportation will discontinue maintenance of the above referenced segment of Route 628 (Middle Street) in the Town of Washington in Rappahannock County.

Options: Approve, Deny or Defer
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