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CTB Decision Brief

Bridge Naming: “Bo Cope Memorial Bridge”

Issue:  Commemorative naming of the bridge on Route 833, over the Powell River, Lee County. 
Facts:  On Sept 17, 2013, the Lee County Board of Supervisors, wishing to memorialize the life of Maurice David “Bo” Cope, passed a resolution requesting the bridge located on Route 833, over the Powell River, be named the “Bo Cope Memorial Bridge”.  This was reaffirmed at their August 18, 2015 regular meeting.
Mr. Cope was born on April 6, 1952 near Flatwoods in Lee County, Virginia.  He attended grade school and high school at Flatwoods and received a Certificate in Mechanics from the Lee County Vocational School
Mr. Cope’s first job was with a construction company that built Mountain Empire Community College which serves Lee County.  He was also employed at Lee Ford Tractor and was a farmer.  He married the former Sherry Morrison in 1971 and had three children, Tracy, Kristy and Kelly.
Mr. Cope served Beech Grove Baptist Church as a Sunday School teacher and a deacon.  On October 7, 1987 he announced his call to the ministry and in April 1988 he was elected Pastor of Beech Grove Baptist Church where he served until his death on April 13, 2010.  During his 23 years as Pastor, Beech Grove Baptist Church grew from an attendance of 13 people to nearly 100 and despite his poor health, Mr. Cope’s love for his church was evident in the fact that he faithfully served throughout this time.
Recommendations:  VDOT recommends this request be approved.
Action Required by CTB:  The Code of Virginia requires a majority of the CTB members to approve a resolution naming the bridge.  A resolution will be provided for the Board’s consideration.
Result if Approved:  The bridge on Route 833, over the Powell River, Lee County, will be known and signed as the “Bo Cope Memorial Bridge”. 
In accordance with law, the County will reimburse the costs associated with providing and installing the necessary signs and VDOT will invoice accordingly. 
Options: Approve, Deny, or Defer.
Public Comments/Reactions: VDOT is not aware of any opposition to this proposal.
