CTB Decision Brief
Proposed Discontinuance of a Portion of Ellis Run Lane (Route 644), Botetourt County, Virginia 

Issue:  The portion of Ellis Run Lane (Route 644) proposed for discontinuance has been closed since April 2011 when it was severely damaged in a rain event.  VDOT staff conducted a hydraulic review of the stream and roadway after the 2011 storm and determined that the culvert pipe in this area of Ellis Run was not appropriately sized to conduct the water runoff generated by a 10 year minimum storm event.  This portion of roadway has been washed out four times in the last few years at a cost between $6,000 and $7,000 each time VDOT repaired it.  Installation of appropriately sized culvert and wingwalls would result in the structure extending immediately adjacent to a dwelling and would require additional right of way that the property owner unwilling to donate.  The estimated construction cost is approximately $300,000, with the cost of right-of-way undetermined.  The proposed solution is to discontinue the approximately 0.375 miles portion of Ellis Run Lane that is adjacent to its southern intersection with Fringer Trail (Route 645) and to relocate and pave a short section of Fringer Trail to correct existing turning radius and grade issues in that area for an estimated cost of $180,000. 

Facts:  Pursuant to §33.1-152.1, of the Code of Virginia, whenever a secondary system highway or road is discontinued under §33.1-150, of the Code of Virginia, the highway or road continues to be available for use by the public as a road unless it has been abandoned pursuant to Title 33.1 of the Code of Virginia or its use has been modified by a local ordinance.
In accordance with §33.1-150, of the Code of Virginia, the Botetourt County Board of Supervisors met the publication requirements and held a public hearing on the matter at its November 27, 2012 meeting.  It was noted at the hearing that there are no occupied dwellings located in the portion proposed for discontinuance; there are three occupied dwellings at the northern end of Ellis Run Land; and that all of the property owners along Ellis Run Lane are in agreement with the proposed discontinuance.  Several citizens who live on the southern section of Fringer Trail spoke in opposition to the proposed discontinuance citing longer travel times of several minutes for themselves and emergency responders.  The Botetourt County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution requesting the discontinuance of the southern portion of Ellis Run Lane (Route 644) of approximately 0.375 miles.   
Recommendations:  VDOT recommends the Board approve the discontinuance of approximately 0.375 miles of the southern portion of Ellis Run Lane (Route 644) that intersects with Fringer Trail (Route 645).  
Action Required by CTB:  The Code of Virginia requires a majority of the Board’s members to approve the discontinuance. A resolution will be provided for the Board’s consideration.
Result if Approved:  The Virginia Department of Transportation will discontinue maintenance of the southern portion of Ellis Run Lane (Route 644) for approximately 0.375 of a mile.
Options:  Approve, Deny or Defer

Public Comments/Reactions:  Several citizens who live on the southern section of Fringer Trail spoke in opposition to the proposed discontinuance citing longer travel times of several minutes for themselves and emergency responders.  
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