CTB Decision Brief 
Policy for Selection of Transportation Alternatives Projects and Process for Transportation Enhancement/Transportation Alternatives Program De-allocation, Project Transfer, and Inactive Projects
Issue:  The Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) needs to approve a policy for the selection and allocation of federal Transportation Alternatives Program funds to projects located throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Facts:  The federal Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) created the Transportation Alternatives Program. The Transportation Alternatives program provides federal transportation funds for many of the activities that were previously eligible under the Transportation Enhancement Program. In addition MAP-21 requires a different allocation process and the Transportation Enhancement Program as described in SAFTEA-LU was not renewed in MAP-21.
Recommendations:  VDOT recommends the CTB approve the resolution titled “Policy for Selection of Transportation Alternatives Projects,” thereby allowing VDOT to move forward with accepting applications for Fiscal Year 2015 and beyond, contingent upon extensions of the current MAP-21 legislation. VDOT also recommends that the CTB approve the “Transportation Enhancement/Transportation Alternatives De-allocation, Project Transfer and Inactive Project Process” (TE/TA De-Allocation Process), which is a replacement for the “Enhancement Program De-allocation, Project Transfer and Inactive Project Process.”
Action Required by CTB:  Pursuant to the Code of Virginia §33.1-12(5), approval by majority vote of the CTB is needed to implement the “Policy for Selection of Transportation Alternatives Projects,” and the TE/TA De-allocation Process. The CTB will be presented with a resolution for a formal vote.
Result, if Approved:  This policy will replace the “Interim Policy for Selection of Transportation Alternatives Projects” adopted by the CTB on October 17, 2012. The inclusion of the TE/TA De-allocation Process will replace the prior deallocation process approved December 8, 2010.  
Options:  Should the CTB not wish to approve a resolution at the meeting, the FY2015 Transportation Alternatives Program funds may not be allocated in a timely manner. 
Public Comments/Reactions:  VDOT has worked with several MPO areas in development of the program guidance and application for the Transportation Alternatives Program. This policy has been shared with those MPOs but has not been made available for general statewide public comment. We do not anticipate any negative comments or reactions. 
