

  
CTB Decision Brief

Bridge Naming: “Blake Wiley Farris, Jr. Memorial Bridge”

Issue:  Commemorative naming of the bridge on Route 91 that spans the North Fork Holsten River in Smyth County.
Facts:  On April 9, 2013, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution requesting the bridge on Route 91 that spans the North Fork Holsten River be named the “Blake Wiley Farris, Jr. Memorial Bridge”.
Blake Wiley Farris, Jr., Lance Corporal, served in the United States Marine Corps as a Rifleman, 1st Platoon, D-Company, 3rd Renaissance Battalion, 3rd Marine Division.  On January 30, 1968, he was killed by artillery, rocket or mortar fire while serving his country.  The Saltville Veterans of Foreign Wars requested the assistance of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors in the naming of the bridge on Route 91 that spans the North Fork Holsten River the “Blake Wiley Farris, Jr. Memorial Bridge”.
Recommendations:  VDOT recommends this request be approved.
Action Required by CTB:  The Code of Virginia requires a majority of the CTB members to approve a resolution naming the bridge.  A resolution will be provided for the Board’s consideration.
Result if Approved:  The bridge on Route 91 that spans the North Fork Holsten River in Smyth County will be known and signed as the “Blake Wiley Farris, Jr. Memorial Bridge”. 
In accordance with law, the County will reimburse the costs associated with providing and installing the necessary signs and VDOT will invoice accordingly. 
Options:  Approve, Deny, or Defer.
Public Comments/Reactions:  VDOT is not aware of any opposition to this proposal.
