CTB Decision Brief
Economic Development Access – Greensville County 

Mid-Atlantic Advanced Manufacturing Center
Issue:  Pursuant to Section 33.1-221 of the Code of Virginia and the Economic Development Access Policy of the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB), the Greensville County Board of Supervisors has requested funds from the Economic Development Access Program to assist in improving road access to eligible property comprising the Mid-Atlantic Advanced Manufacturing Center (MAMaC) in Greensville County.
Facts: Section 33.1-221 of the Code of Virginia provides for the CTB to expend funds set aside for constructing access roads to economic development sites on which certain establishments as prescribed or other establishments that meet the basic employer criteria as determined by the Virginia Economic Development Partnership in consultation with the Virginia Department of Business Assistance will be built under firm contract or are already constructed.  In addition, the CTB’s Economic Development Access Fund Policy makes special provision for allocations to localities for Major Employment and Investment (MEI) projects administered by the Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP), where funding is available to localities for the plan design-only of proposed access road projects.
The VEDP has confirmed its support in the development of MAMaC as a MEI site, or megasite.  It is situated on 1,545 acres owned by the Emporia-Greensville Regional Industrial Facilities Authority (Authority), and it is located approximately five miles north of Emporia, between Route 614, Otterdam Road, and Interstate 95.  While the site has existing public access by way of Route 614, the existing roadway geometrics are inadequate for future traffic volumes and vehicle type expected with the development of the MAMaC site.  A project is proposed to include reconstruction of approximately 22,000 feet of Route 614, north of the I-95 interchange, to include pavement widening, horizontal and vertical geometric improvements, turning lanes, and signalization.  A priority of the Authority is the improvement of Otterdam Road.  The turnaround time for most clients is 12-15 months from an announcement.  The design and build out of Otterdam Road in 2013-2014 will remove a long turnaround time from a potential client’s timeframe to be operational.  If access program funding is approved, the design for the improved Otterdam Road is scheduled to be complete and approved by December 31, 2013.  Hampton Roads District has estimated the cost of design for road construction improvements to be approximately $516,000.
Funding from the Economic Development Access Program is being requested by Greensville County to assist in the design of an access road to the eligible property.  Greensville County intends to administer the design of the proposed access road project.  The Greensville County Board of Supervisors agrees to provide a surety or bond in the amount of the estimated cost of the design of the access road prior to VDOT’s authorization of Economic Development Access funds.
Recommendations: The access project recommended by staff is for the design of approximately 22,000 feet of Route 614, Otterdam Road, from Interstate 95 to the northernmost portion of MAMaC.  
The Local Assistance Division recommends that an allocation of $508,000 ($500,000 unmatched and $8,000 matched) from the Economic Development, Airport and Rail Access Fund be approved for the design of this project subject to certain contingencies.
Action Required by the CTB:  Code of Virginia Section 33.1-221 and the CTB’s Economic Development Access Fund Policy specify that the CTB shall approve of the allocation of these funds.  A resolution is provided for formal vote.
Result, if Approved:  VDOT and the County will proceed with the design for the Economic Development Access road project.

Options:  Approve, Deny, or Defer.
Public Comments/Reactions:  None

