
Danville (Pittsylvania) MPO
The Geography



Population
2000

 
2009*

• Danville‐Pittsylvania MPO    72,000
 
70,560**

• Danville
 

48,411
 

45,232

• Pittsylvania County  
 

61,745
 

62,713

• Danville MSA
 

110,156
 

107,945

• West Piedmont PDC
 

250,195
 

249,500

• Virginia
 

7,078,515
 
7,882,590

*Source:  2009 Estimates, Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service. 

** Staff estimate.



What We Do for A Living



Unemployment Rates

Area 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Danville 
 MSA
3.7%* 7.7%* 6.6%* 6.3%* 7.6%* 11.7%*

Danville 
 City
4.4% 10.0%* 8.5%* 7.3% 9.6% 13.4%

Pittsylvania 
 County 3.3% 6.3% 5.4% 5.7% 6.9% 10.6%

Virginia 2.3% 3.5% 3.0% 3.0% 4.0% 6.7%

*Highest Annual Rate in Commonwealth



Industrial Parks in Danville –
 Pittsylvania County Area

• We have numerous industrial parks in Danville 
 and Pittsylvania County and they are all near 

 and depend on the Primary network and 
 Secondary connectors for the transport of 

 materials in and finished goods out and 
 getting the employees in and out daily.

• Some are near build‐out, others are new, and 
 others such as MegaPark

 
are owned but in 

 planning, development stages.



Industrial 
 Park Map



Long Range Transportation Plan
 Year 2035, Adopted August 2010

• Collaborative planning effort of staffs from VDOT Lynchburg 

 District, West Piedmont PDC/Danville MPO, VDOT Central 

 Office, City and County, and URS Corporation, Richmond.

• Key parts: Executive Summary, Plan Sheet [text, tables, large 

 map of project locations], and Technical Report.

• Blueprint for projects in the future: Table of Recommended 

 Roadway Improvements (The Constrained Plan) and the Table 

 of Vision Plan Roadway Improvements.



Table of 
 Recommended 

 Roadway 
 Improvements, 

 Year 2035





Shortfall in Funds

• In completion of the recent Long Range Transportation Plan, we 

 observed a substantial shortfall in funds projected to be available now 

 to Year 2035.

• Original 2030 Plan of June 2004 projected $188.4 million to be 

 available.

• We updated the 2030 Plan in November 2009 with projected $95.1 

 million to be available.

• The new 2035 Plan of August 2010 projected $67.9 million.

• But we had to deduct the Robertson Bridge Project and Route 

 41/Franklin Turnpike Connector ($16 million) so the projection is 

 effectively $51.9 million.

• The cost estimate for all the Vision Plan projects totaled $1.062 

 billion—and we are one of the smaller MPOs

 

in the Commonwealth!



Issues

• Route 863 as a northwestern bypass.
• Route 730‐Route 729 (Kentuck Rd.) connector 

 to US 29 Bypass/Route 360 interchange.
• Mount Cross Road(Route 750) 
• Elizabeth Street/Route 58 Bypass interchange 

 ramps.
• Finish Route 58 Corridor Projects to the west; 

 support the Ports Authority to the east.



Issues

• Danville Transit System.

• Trails. Studying connector between the 
 Ringgold Trail in County and Riverwalk Trail in 

 City; both have been funded by Enhancement 
 Grant funds in the past; may want to apply for 
 connector funding later. Goal: To be part of a 

 completed Beaches to Blue Ridge statewide 
 trail.



Issues

• Charlottesville‐Albemarle area’s US Route 29 
 segment has been a concern due to 

 experiences with travel delays on this very 
 important shipping route for our area’s 

 businesses.



Mega‐Site Report

September
2010
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• Draws “Game Changing”
 Industries

• Auto, chemical, steel

• Investment of $800 Million to 
$1.2 Billion

• Employment of 2,000-5,000

• Regional Impact

Certified Mega Site



• Largest Industrial Park In Virginia

• 12 Development Lots

• 1800 Acres of Buildable Area

• Employment of 7,000-15,000

• Regional Impact

The Mega Park



McCallum Sweeney Consulting Certified 
“Mega Sites”

Certified

Certified and Sold

Hopkinsville Site
Hemlock Semiconductor

Advantage Auto Park
Volkswagen

Cecil Commerce 
Center

Greensville Site

Toyota
Limestone County

ServerCorr
PACCAR

• Minimum 1,000 acres
• Property 100% under control
• Complete environmental studies
• Dual feed power
• Heavy utilities

Mega Site

Certified Mega Site
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V

Employment/Economic Impact



Existing Site

COST:  $13,100,000



Offsite Road Improvements

New 4 Lane 
Divided Industrial 
Road (±17,000 lf)

Description Length Project Cost

Proposed Oak Hill Road Improvements, 2 Lane ±28,000 lf $5,600,000

Proposed Berry Hill Road Improvements, 4 Lane Divided ±34,000 lf $24,100,000

New 4 Lane Divided Industrial Road ±17,000 lf $19,900,000

Proposed Berry Hill Road 
Improvements 

4 Lane Divided (±34,000 
lf)

Proposed Oak Hill 
Road Improvements 
2 Lane (±28,000 lf)



Mega Park Offsite Road Improvements 

COST FOR SHOVEL READY
$4,157,000

(Engineering and right-of-way)



Offsite Rail

Norfolk and 
Southern Rail 

Improvements 
(±60,000 lf)

Description Length Project Cost

Upgrade Norfolk and Southern Rail 
from 85 lb. rail to 120 lb. rail

±60,000 lf $15,000,000



Offsite Rail

COST FOR SHOVEL READY
$1,800,000

(Engineering and right-of-way)

COST FOR SHOVEL READY
$1,800,000

(Engineering and right-of-way)



Onsite Rail

Phase III 
New Rail

(±7,500 lf)

Phase II 
Rail Spur

(±2,300 lf)

Phase I 
New Rail

(±6,300 lf)

Phase I 
Rail Spur

(±3,600 lf)

Phase Description Length Project Cost

I
New Rail Access (±6,300 lf)

and Rail Spur (±3,600 lf)
±9,900 lf $4,200,000

II
New Rail Access (±4,000 lf)

and Rail Spur (±2,300 lf)
±6,300 lf $2,800,000

III New Rail Access (±7,500 lf) ±7,500 lf $4,000,000

Total ±23,700 lf $11,000,000



Onsite Rail

COST FOR SHOVEL READY
$1,800,000

(Engineering and right-of-way)

COST FOR SHOVEL READY
$1,800,000

(Engineering and right-of-way)



Site Certification/Due 
Diligence

$2,000,000

Property Cost $13,100,000

Water Cost $25,280,000

Sewer Cost $9,612,000

Power Cost $33,000,000

Gas Cost $5,400,000

Road Cost $49,600,000

Rail Cost $26,000,000

TOTAL COST $163,992,000

Total Project Cost
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